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SCO calls for multipolar world
order as Iran joins grouping

Indicating a lack of consensus, India stays out of statements on economic cooperation and on China’s Belt and Road

Initlative, owing to projects in PoK; SCO calls for cooperation on digital payments and countering radicalisation

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he formation of a
T “more representa-
tive” and multipo-

lar world order is in the
global Interest, leaders of
the Shanghal Cooperation
Organisation said at a vir-
tual summit chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday.

The grouping’s decision
{0 induct Iran as its ninth
and latest member was
one of a number of agree-
ments signed at the sum-
mit. However, India, who
hosted the summit for the
first time, refused to join
other members on para-
graphs relating to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRD) in the joint state-
ment, and stayed out of a
Joint statement on SCO
Economic  Development

@

Caan'

Some countries use terror-
ism as an instrument of their
policies, provide shelter to
terrorists. SCO should not
hesitate to criticize such
nations. There should be
no place for double
stand:ards on such
serious matters
NARENDRA
MODI
Prime Minister

"

Strategy 2030, indicating a
lack of consensus in the
grouping. Mr. Modi also
ook sharp aim at Pakistan
for cross-border terrorism,
and at China for connectiv-
ity projects that do not res-
pect sovereign boundaries.

The SCO grouping now
comprises China, India,
Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Pakistan, Russia, Taji-

kistan and UzbekKistan.
The agreements signed
include the New Delhi De-
claration, outlining areas
of cooperation between
SCO countries; a joint
statement on countering
radicalisation; and one on
digital transformation,
where India offered to
share expertise on digital
payment interfaces. In a re-

Instead of cherry picking
for narrow political gains,
- terrorismin all its forms,
) including state terrorism,
¥ must be condemned in
|- . unambiguous terms...
O Ay ne e RS el <
i Similarly. religious minori-

ties should never
be demonised...

SHEHBAZ
SHARIF
Pakistan PM

ference to sanctions on
Russia and Iran, SCO mem-
bers jointly criticised non-
UN sanctions as “incom-
patible with the principles
of international law”,
which have a “negative im-
pact™ on other countries.
SCO members also agreed
to explore the use of “na-
tional currencies” for pay-
ments within the grouping,

which would circumvent
international dollar-based
payments.

However, the declara-
tion noted that only “inter-
ested member states”
signed the economic stra-
tegy statement, while leav-
Iing India out of the para-
graphs supporting China’s
BRI. India opposes the BRI
over its inclusion of pro-
jects in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

“Better connectivity not
only enhances mutual
trade but also fosters mu-
tual trust. However, in
these eflorts, it is essential
to uphold the basic princi-
ples of the SCO charter,
particularly respecting the
sovereignty and regional
Integrity of the Member
States,” Mr. Modi said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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SCO at summit calls for
multipolar world order

In his statement, Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharill saicd
that terrorism should not be “used as a codgel for
diplomatic point scoring”.

*Instead of cherry picking for narrow political
paing, terrorism in all its forms and manifesta
tlons, Including State terrorlsm, must be con-
demned... Similarly, religious minorities should
never be demonised in the pursuit of domestic
political agendas,” he added, in a veiled reference
1o Pakistan's allegations against the Indian govern-
ment on minority Fghts,

Meanwhile, Chinese  President Xi Jinping
marked the 10-year anniversary of the BRI and
mentioned his new Global Security  Initiative
(G50, calling for “encouraging political settlement
ol international and reglonal hotspaols, so as o
forpe a solid security shield In our reglon®™. He
cilled on SCO members “to make foreign policies
independently™ and 1o be "highly vigilant against
external attempis to foment a new Cold War or
camp-hased confrontation in our region™. Chi-
nese oflficials have previously blamed the LLS, for
“Interference” and a “Cold War mentality™.

Quoting Kabindranath Tagore in his speech,
Mr. Xi said, *The sea of danger, doubt and denial
arcund man's Hitle island of certainty challenges
him to dare the unknown,”

The Delhi Declaration listed a number of global
challenges, mcluding new and emerging conflicts,
turbulence in the markets, supply chain instabili-
iy, climate chamge and the COVID-IS pandemic.

“I5C0] member States confirm thelr commit-
ment to formation of a more representative, de-
mocratic, just and multipolar world order based
on the universally recognized principles of inter-
mational law, multilateralism, eqgual, joint, indivis-
ible, comprehensive and sustainable security, cul
tural and  civilizatonal  diversity,  mutually
beneficial and equal cooperation of states with a
central coordinating role of the UM, it said.
fwilth inpats from Ananth Krishmnan)
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Pay tribute to Alluri Sitarama Raju
by imbibing his values, says President

The message to be drawn from the life of the tribal warrior Is to work selflessly and fearlessly for the well-belng of the

deprived sectlons of soclety; his struggle against Injustice 1s a proud chapter In Indias freedom struggle, says Murmu

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

resident Droupadi
P Murmu  invoked
the Telugu movie
Alluri Sitarama Raju and
the song by Sri Sri “Telugu
veera levara.... Deeksha boo-
ni saagara” (Take a vow
and move forward) while
paying tribute to the free-
dom fighter Alluri Sitra-
mam Raju at the closing ce-
remony of his 125th birth
anniversary celebrations in
Hyderabad on Tuesday.
“Children still remem-
ber the song that fills them
with pride,” said the Presi-
dent who described Alluri
Sitarama Raju’s struggle
against injustice and ex-

President Droupadi Murmu with Telangar

o

CMK. Chand

Rao and Union Minister G, Kishan Reddy during the 125th birth

anniversary celet;

of Alluri Sit:

Raju in Hyderabad. P11

ploitation as a proud chap-
ter in India’s freedom
struggle. She said that all
Indians, especially the
younger generation,

should be aware of his pa-
triotism and courage.
Earlier, she went around
an exhibition of paintings
showing the life and times

of the freedom fighter. The
President said that the cha-
racter of Alluri Sitarama
Raju is an example of unit-
ing society without any dis-
crimination based on caste
and class.

She dwelt on how Sitara-
ma Raju worked with the
tribal people of the Agency
areas, in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh, and unit-
ed them to fight against the
British.

True identity
“He is being remembered
as a tribal warrior and it is
his true identity. He kept
fighting for the rights of the
tribal society till his mar-
tyrdom,” she said.

The President said that

working selflessly and fear-
lessly for the well-being of
the deprived sections of so-
ciety is the message o be
drawn from the life of Allu-
ri Sitarama Raju. She ad-
ded that we could pay him
real tribute only by adopt-
ing his ideals in our con-
duct.

The President urged all
to adopt the values and
ideals of Alluri Sitarama
Raju In the interest of so-
clety and the country.

Telangana Governor Ta-
milisai Soundararajan,
Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao, and Union Mi-
nister of Culture G. Kishan
Reddy joined the President
in paying rich tributes to
the freedom fighter.
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Govt. to help combat child
trafficking in border areas,
set up rehabilitation homes

1 C
NEW [ELHI

The Centre has declded o
help build infrastructure in
border areas (o combat
child trafficking and help
in rehabiliation and pro-
tection of victms.

As part of this initiative,
the Women and Child De-
velopment  Ministry  will
provide  financial  assis-
tance 1o the States and Un-
fon Territories (UT.) along
the border areas to set up
homes for the protection
and rehabiliatdon of traf
ficking victims from neigh-
baowuring countries.

These homes would
provide  shelter, food,
clothing, counselling,
primary health facilites
and other daily needs for
the raMcking  victims,
most of whom are children
and minors, officials in the
Minisiry sald.

According 1o the offi
clals, India is a source as
wiell as a destination coun-
try for human trafficking.
The main source couniries

These homes will

clothd coumnselll

and other dally

needs for the victims

are Nepal, Bangladesh and
Myanmar from where wo-
men and girls are trafficked
in the lure of a bener life,
jobs and good living condi-
tions on this side.

A majority of those tral
ficked are minor girls or
young women who alter
thelr arrival In India are
sold and forced into com-
mercial sex work. These
women often reach major
cliies such as Mumbai, Del-
hi and Hyderabad from
where they are taken out of
the coumiry mainly to West
Asla and South East Asla,
the officials sald.

Thus, the States border-
ing these couniries need o
be more vigilant and have
adequate facilities o pro-
vide reliel and rehabilica-
tion, and In order to ald
this, the Minisiry would

prowide the financial assis-
tance. Till now, the Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment Minisiry has been
providing fnancial assis-
tance o all States and Un-
ion Territories under the
Nirbhaya Fund to set up
and strengthen  Anti-Hu-
man Trafficking Uniis (AH-
TU) in every district of the
country. Funding has also
been provided for senting
up these units in border
guarding forces such as the
Border Security  Force
(BSF) and Sashasira Seema
Bal (SSB). As of now, 788
AHTUs are functional.

The trafficking victims
in the border areas will al
s0 be produced before the
child welfare commitlees
todeclare them fit for avall
ing sponsorship as per the
Mission Vatsalya Scheme
guldelines and according
Iy, the States and U.T.s will
be requested to do ithe
neediul, he sald.

Mission Vatsalya is the
central scheme focused on
the protection and welfare
of children.

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI

12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI

12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

- 600045

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Understanding leptospirosis, a disease
that surges during the monsoon

The disease has been called il jwara” in Kannada and “efi pani™ in Malayalam. both meaning “rat fever”. This usage has fed a common belief that rats are the sole cause of

the disease, which is not true. Leprospirosis has a spectrum of reservoir hosts. including pigs, cattle, water bulaloes, goats. dogs. horses and sheep

Itfnshkmnd

eprospirosss has asan
I Impoctant Infections n
the world today. It Is a

potentially fatal 2oonotic
bactertal disease that tends to have large
outbreaks after heavy ram or flooding.

The disease Is more prevalent In warm,
Iuamid countries and In both urban and
rural areas.

It aflects an estimated 1.03 miflion
people every year, killing around 60,000,
The burden of leplospirosss s expected (o
Increase in the future as the urban poor
popuation In many tropical countries
Increases even as sanitary nfrastructure
falls short.

n India, thousands of people are

imwmmmmm
and regional levels are not exact
of misdisgnosls (its symptoms milmic
those of dengue, malaria, and hepatitis),
Imited access to reltable diagnostics, lack
of awareness among treating physictans,
and lack of envirommental survedllance.

Within India, studies have found that
leptospirosts s more common in the
south, although this coald be due o the
reglonys better healthcare and thus better
disease detection.

What causes the disease?

The disease Is cansed by a bacterum
called

Al

The carriers of the disease can be
efther wild or domestic antmals, including

usually m the urtne of infe
According to the U.S, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, infected
animals can continue to excrete the
bacterta Into thedr surroundings for a few
months, but soenetimes up to several

years.
Which people are at risk?
Humans become part of the cycle
when they come i direct contact with
this urine or indirectly, through sofl and
water that contaln leplospira bacterta, A

1s more ltkely to contract
mtoﬂslrmm“mam

occupational people working

In agricultural setings, with animals, or In

sanitary services that bring them into
contact with contaminated water.

mmﬂmmmmmmd
lakes and rivers are also reparted to
Increase the risk of leptosplrosts.

What are the symptoms?

The severity of a leptospirosts infection
ranges from a mild flu-ltke lness © betng
Ife-threatening.

meliemoncanaﬁmmag‘ym

symptoms
pigs, the disease can potentially cause
falm* allbnhsandved(

d:ynnums
vomiting, diarrhoea, remlfalum and
even death.

‘What are the misconceptions?

Preventing leptosplrosts requires
appropriate and adequate health
education, commmumity health
empowerment, and preventive habits.

The disease has been called “i prara™
ml(zlnhand'dmurmmla)ahm.
both meaning “rat fever”, This usage has
feed the common bellef that rats are the
sole cause of the discase, which 1s not

The disease i cansed by a bacterium
called Leptaspira interrogans, or
leptospira. it is a contagious discase in
animals but s occasionally
transmitted to humans in certain
environmental conditions

Ambient alr that Is more hurmid can
help the pathogenic leptospira survive
longer n the environment, ths
mcreasing the risk of disease exposure In
the

community.

The Incidence of the disease Is also
linked 1o extreme weather events like
floods and hurricanes, mmpmpkam

recognises the tnlerconnections between
the health of humans, antials, plants,
and thetr shared enviromment.
who frequently iInferact with
of thetr urine should exercise
pammhczm\ such as by
personal proteciive equipment ke
and boots. The same goes for workers In
flooded fields where there's a chance of
being exposed 1o contaminated water.
They should take extra care if they have
cuts or abrasions on thelr lower

antmals from getting

washing one's arms and legs with an
antiseptic Nquid after handling antmal
waste and after working In water.

In sum, with ‘One Healthy' in mind,
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The irrevocable connection between
anaemia and maternal health

A study conducted on anaemic prepnant women of low-and middle-income countries has found that there is a stromg link between anacmia and

postpantum hacmorrhage, with the risk of death or near miss very high

Reamya Kanman

Thee WOMAN-2 Tial

collaborators, *Maternal anaemia and the
risk of posiparium haemorrhage: a coboart
analysis of data from the WOMAN-2

trtal, The Lancet, june 27, 2023,

dolong/ 10, I016/S224-10AX{23)00245-0

I late avaernta his been n (e
s I India, whiat with the
BT progaosing (o
TRV  question an It from
thae Mattenal Family Health Survey (NFHS)
v Instead doa more elaborate test o
determine hacmoglobin levels In the
bl a8 peart of the Diet and Romarker
(AR survey, A paper recommending
that normative wilies for haemoghobin
musst be lowered In s, based on a
small shudy, has also come In for criticism.
The Whatsapp groups of two professional
sectors, where repariees have been fiying
Tsardd i fast are (hose belomglng o
tmtritiontsts and obstetriclins and
glw The latter groups who
acrually seen the impact of anaemia
Iy ot maternial and infant health
Inw bmn articulating thelr views on
keeplig the standards for ansemta, and ko
mead amenid themn based on a statistically
Insignificani siudy. Policy makers In Indla
st alkow the resilis of & mdtd-coumniry
stdy published recently in The Lanoet o
Inform thelr rules on measuring ansemia,
Temdling it and making sure the
Interventions are sensible and far
reaching.

Anaemia and pregnancy
Muemla has 2 very strong link with

hacmorhage (excesstw
blmd ing afier delivery), and the

rsk o mmor nwr miss 15 very high,
As per the shudy, by the WOMAN

(Wiorld Matermal Antifibrinolyte 12 trial
collaborators, worldwide, more than half
a billson women of reproductive ape are
anaemic, Each year, aboui 70,000
women who give birth die from
postpartum hasmaorrhage, simost all of
them I low-and middle-Income
couniries. While a known risk of anaemia
or low haemoglobin levels Is postparium
dieatly, researchers declded 10-examine in
detal] the association between anaemia
and the risk ol posiparium haemorrhage.
“Thits trlal enmolled over 10,000 women
with moderate oF Sewere anaemia gving
breh wagdnlly in hospitals in Pakistan,

, Tanzanta, and Zambia, couniries
where anaemia In pregriancy was
cormmon and estabdished by other irials,
They examined the connnume
amociation between prebirih
haemogiobin and the risk of postparomm
haemorrhage in a large cohort of women
from Jow-and middie-ncome countries.
The adwantape of examining ansemia as a
continume varlable, U authors angued,
15 that dernonstration of o monolonic
t:lcﬂal gradicnt is more sugpesiive of a

rekationship. The oulcome was
defined as an occurmence of postparim
P hage, defined in thiee wiys:
“elinical postpartum
(estimeted Mood loss =500 miL or any
Ikl Ivss srfictent to com
haemaodynamic statility); WHO-defined

(estimated

posiparium
bl |ovss of ab least 500 mLy; and
calcnlated postpartum

(MHood loss of =1,000 mLL.

Blood boss and shock

Thee mesan age ol the woinen from
Pakistan, Nigerta, Tanzanks and Zambia
was |ust over 27 years. There was chear
evidenece from the study thet kower
haemaogkobin values had a direct

1mmnﬂlpm wouimmee biloosd boss, amd

r]ln m haemorriage. <We
with decreaing maternal
haﬂrrﬂihmwﬂrrm,ﬂwninf

oxypen-carTying capacity of blood, and
therefiore, women with ansemia cannot
Icderate e same volume of bleeding as
Isealthy weormen, and becomse shocked
alter asmaller wolume Dood loss, the

that a climical diagnosts of postparism
laemorape was highly specific for
clinical sigrs ol shock and imevocably
assoctated with worse maternal function.

The mean estmated blood loss post
delvery was 201 ml for the 8,791 (3.2%)
wormen with moderate ansemia and 340
0L fio Wb 1,770 (16, 8% wormen with
SEVETE Anaemka. 742 (70 of the fotal)
women had clinical

women with moderate ansemia and
hilgher, 112% In women with severe
anaemila. Fourteen women died and 68
elther died or had a near miss. Sevwere
anaemila was assoclaled with seven times
Initghier oulils of death or near miss than
was moderate anasemia. Researchers
further sald that & 10 gL reduction in
jprebirth mmnlmwmdmm

dclmlmmln
Thee au mnmu'rumul

that amemtion should be gheen o the
revention and meatment of anasmia in

woimen once they hit reprodiscive age.

Eovernment has
wel-mmredmeﬂhpmdeweeﬂr
tron and folic acld supplements o
adolescent girls iand boys), In order io
lackle the looming crists of ansemia. The
climb ioa laemogiobin
ooient ol 12 for women seetns very

v the nunTiton stams of thes:
chilldren, primartly in rural aneas, where
iy and quaniny of what they eal i
less han idesal,and 1 only exacerbated by
malkshsorpion,

 pubil h

The task has slresdy been oot out for
the: Inadiam puidic health programme.
Health managers are aware of the risks of
anaemila and know what 10 do 10 handle
It. Howewer, the rising bevels of anasmia In
the country 1s a source of concern and
mandates that any project 1o bring down
anaemmia n the coutry must bs on
mission maode. The 15 0ol o
Itz cheswm the ol standard Laboraiony
reaadings merally, Whike thee angument 1o
detach anacamta from the NFHS 1S it the
AR wordld be undertaking a more
elaborate blood draw 1o messure
heaemoghobin kevels accurasely, the
arpument against It 1s also that such a
measure may not be feasible for a large
group of people, who may say okay toa
capiliary blood draw (finger prick) but
Dl at a venous bood drawal. sy
jpulsdic catreach programme must be
il of the culiural, soctal realies and
e a sense of e attitudes of the people
ithery are targeting. I these Facions ane mol
Sewn i a puidie health programme, the
oabeomes may be far from what was
sought or planned, experis sald.
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